
           

AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
City of Garland

Work Session Room, City Hall
William E. Dollar Municipal Building

200 North Fifth Street
Garland, Texas 

Monday, April 3, 2023
6:00 p.m.

 
 
DEFINITIONS:

Written Briefing: Items that generally do not require a presentation or discussion by the
staff or Council. On these items the staff is seeking direction from the Council or
providing information in a written format.

Verbal Briefing: These items do not require written background information or are an
update on items previously discussed by the Council.

 
 



 
NOTICE: The City Council may recess from the open session and convene in a closed
executive session if the discussion of any of the listed agenda items concerns one or more of the
following matters:
 
(1) Pending/contemplated litigation, settlement offer(s), and matters concerning privileged and
unprivileged client information deemed confidential by Rule 1.05 of the Texas Disciplinary Rules
of Professional Conduct.  Sec. 551.071, Tex. Gov't Code.

(2)  The purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, if the deliberation in an open
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third
person.  Sec. 551.072, Tex. Gov't Code.

(3)  A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, if the deliberation in an open meeting
would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third person.
Sec. 551.073, Tex. Gov't Code.

(4)  Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment,
duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee or to hear a complaint against an
officer or employee.  Sec. 551.074, Tex. Gov't Code.

(5)  The deployment, or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or devices.
Sec.  551.076, Tex. Gov't Code.

(6) Discussions or deliberations regarding commercial or financial information that the City has
received from a business prospect that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near
the territory of the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations; or to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect of
the sort described in this provision. Sec. 551.087, Tex. Gov't Code.
 
(7) Discussions, deliberations, votes, or other final action on matters related to the City’s
competitive activity, including information that would, if disclosed, give advantage to competitors
or prospective competitors and is reasonably related to one or more of the following categories
of information:  

generation unit specific and portfolio fixed and variable costs, including forecasts of those
costs, capital improvement plans for generation units, and generation unit operating
characteristics and outage scheduling;
bidding and pricing information for purchased power, generation and fuel, and Electric
Reliability Council of Texas bids, prices, offers, and related services and strategies;
effective fuel and purchased power agreements and fuel transportation arrangements and
contracts;
risk management information, contracts, and strategies, including fuel hedging and storage;
plans, studies, proposals, and analyses for system improvements, additions, or sales,
other than transmission and distribution system improvements inside the service area for
which the public power utility is the sole certificated retail provider; and
customer billing, contract, and usage information, electric power pricing information,
system load characteristics, and electric power marketing analyses and strategies.  Sec.
551.086;  Tex. Gov't Code; Sec. 552.133, Tex. Gov’t Code]
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1. Public Comments on Work Session Items

Persons who desire to address the City Council on any item on the Work Session
agenda are allowed three minutes to speak. Speakers are taken only at the
beginning of the meeting, other than invited testimony.

Speakers are grouped by Work Session item and will be taken in the order of the
Work Session agenda. Speakers must submit to the City Secretary a completed
speaker’s card before the beginning of the meeting. Speaker cards will not be
accepted after the Mayor calls the meeting to order. Speaker cards are available in
the lobby, at the visitor’s side of the Work Session Room, and from members of staff.

Speakers are limited to addressing items on the Work Session agenda – any item
relating to a Regular Session agenda item should be addressed at the Regular
Session and any item not on an agenda may be addressed during the open
microphone at the end of the Regular Session. 

 

 

2. Consider the Consent Agenda

A member of the City Council may ask for discussion or further information on an
item posted as a consent agenda item on the next Regular Meeting of the City
Council. The Council Member may also ask that an item on the posted consent
agenda be pulled from the consent agenda and considered for a vote separate from
consent agenda items on the regular agenda.  All discussions or deliberations on
this portion of the work session agenda are limited to posted agenda items and may
not include a new or unposted subject matter.   

 

 

3. Written Briefings:  
 

a. Consider amendments to the Garland Development Code regarding Planning
& Zoning Fees and Tree Mitigation language clean-up. 

Staff proposes an ordinance providing needed language clean-up to the Garland
Development Code’s Planning & Zoning fees and tree mitigation sections. Further
information is provided in the item summary sheet in the agenda packet. This item is
scheduled for formal consideration at the April 4, 2023 Regular Meeting. 

 

 
4. Verbal Briefings:  
 

a. Interviews for Appointment to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Board

Conduct applicant interviews for consideration to be appointed to the Dallas Area
Rapid Transit Board of Directors.
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b. Garland Senior Activity Center Veteran's Tribute Garden

Discuss and provide staff direction regarding the Garland Senior Activity Center
Veteran's Tribute Garden.

 

 
c. Audit Committee Meeting Report

Council Member Robert John Smith, Chair of the Internal Audit Committee, will
provide a committee report on the following items:  

Weaver Presentation1.
Landfill Usage Agreement Audit2.
GP&L Transmission - Vegetation Management Services Audit Follow-Up3.

 

 
5. Announce Future Agenda Items

A member of the City Council, with a second by another member, or the Mayor
alone, may ask that an item be placed on a future agenda of the City Council or a
committee of the City Council. No substantive discussion of that item will take place
at this time.

 

 

6. Adjourn  
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GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 3. a.        
Meeting Date: April 3, 2023  
Item Title: Consider amendments to the Garland Development Code regarding Fees and

Tree Mitigation language clean-up
Submitted By: Will Guerin, Planning Director 

Summary of Request/Problem
Staff proposes the following language clean-up to the Garland Development Code:

Per discussions during the Planning & Development Fees Audit, it is recommended to remove
the "Fire Dept." fees listed in the Planning & Zoning Fees in Chapter 1 of the Garland
Development Code. These fees were unintentionally added and have not been collected. It is
also best practice to have only one fee for a zoning or plat application, rather than having
multiple departments charge their own review fees. Fire Chief Mark Lee and Planning Director
Will Guerin recommend the removal of these unnecessary fees. 

As recommended as part of the Audit Report and as discussed in Audit Committee, staff
proposes a clarification in the Planning & Zoning Fees in Chapter 1 of the Garland
Development Code that the $200 Zoning Verification Letter fee shall be charged by DCAD
Parcel ID. This will provide clarification on how these letters are to be charged, and this
recommendation aligns with how several other Cities charge for these types of letters. 

Finally, at the recommendation of Parks and Planning staff, one language clean-up is
proposed related to unprotected trees being removed in the Take Area are exempt from tree
mitigation, with the exception of Eastern Red Cedars. The approved language intended to
state this; however, the proposed GDC Chapter 4 language in the draft ordinance is clearer
and better worded.

Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
Staff recommends approval of the draft ordinance changes.  The item has been placed on the
April 4, 2023 Regular City Council agenda for formal consideration. 

Attachments
Draft Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1.100, “FEES,” OF DIVISION 4, 

“PLANNING AND ZONING FEES,” OF ARTICLE 3, “FEES,” OF CHAPTER 

1, “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” AND SECTION 4.54.1, “APPLICABILITY 

& EXEMPTIONS,” OF DIVISION 1, “PURPOSE & DEFINITIONS,” OF 

ARTICLE 3, “SCREENING & LANDSCAPING,” OF CHAPTER 4, “SITE 

DEVELOPMENT,” OF THE GARLAND DEVELOPMENT CODE OF GARLAND, 

TEXAS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY UNDER 

THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 10.05 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 

AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARLAND, 

TEXAS: 

 

Section 1 

 

That Section 1.100, “Fess,” of Division 4, “Planning and 

Zoning Fees,” of Article 3, “Fees,” of Chapter 1, “General 

Provisions,” of the Garland Development Code of the City of 

Garland, Texas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

“Section 1.100 Fees.  

... 

(B) Zoning change, specific use provision, or plat 

applications submitted to the Pre-Filing procedures in 

Section 1.15 of this GDC: 

Type of Application Fee 

Planned development (PD) zoning 

(new or revised concept/detail 

plan) 

$4,600.00 + $50.00 per acre 

Planned development - amendment of 

conditions 

$2,000.00 

Specific use provision - new 

construction or expansion 

$2,000.00 + $50.00 per acre 

Specific use provision - use change $2,000.00 

Specific use provision - 

residential less than one (1) acre 

$500.00 (0 - 1 acre) 
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Type of Application Fee 

Zoning change request $2,000.00 

Preliminary, final, or replats $1,000.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Residential replats/final plat 

involving residentially zoned 

platted property 

$1,000.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Amending plats $500.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Minor plats $500.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Plat vacation $500.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Conveyance plats $500.00 + $50.00 acre or 

portion thereof 

Downtown development plan - less 

than 1 acre 

$1,000.00 

Downtown development plan - 1 acre 

or above 

$6,000.00 

... 

 

(D) Zoning verification letters. 

Type Fee 

Zoning verification letter $200.00 (per DCAD Parcel ID) 

“ 

 

Section 2 

 

That Section 4.54.1, “Applicability and Experience,” of 

Division 1, “Purpose and Definitions,” of Article 4, “Tree 

Preservation and Mitigation,” of Chapter 4, “Site 

Development,” of the Garland Development Code of the City of 

Garland, Texas, is hereby amended, in part, to read as 

follows: 
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“Section 4.54.1 Applicability & Exemptions 

. . . 

(F)  Removal of Trees in the Take Area. All trees on the 

Unprotected list (as defined in Section 4.55(R) 

“Unprotected Tree”), except for Eastern Red Cedar trees, 

are exempt from mitigation. All other trees will be 

counted as a Class 1 or Class 2 tree defined per Sections 

4.55(C) & (D).” 

Section 3 

 

That a violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be 

a misdemeanor punishable in accordance with Sec. 10.05 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Garland, Texas. 

 

 

Section 4 

 

That the terms and provisions of this Ordinance are severable 

and are governed by Sec. 10.06 of the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Garland, Texas. 

 

 

Section 5 

 

That this Ordinance shall be and become effective immediately 

upon and after its passage and approval. 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this the _____ day of March, 2023. 

 

 

      CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS 

 

      __________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     PUBLISHED: 

 

_______________________   

City Secretary 



GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 4. a.        
Meeting Date: April 3, 2023  
Item Title: Interviews for Appointment to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Board
Submitted By: Courtney Vanover, Department Coordinator II 

Summary of Request/Problem
Information was posted on the City's website for 21 days regarding the qualifications of a
DART Board Member in order to provide an opportunity for citizens to apply for the position.

By statute, the DART Board consists of 15 Board Members. The City of Garland has a single
full voting member, that is currently vacant, and another member, currently Mark Enoch, who
jointly represents the cities of Garland, Rowlett, and Glenn Heights.

Applications were received from the following: 

Diana O'Hearn
Marc Abraham
Michael Cheney

Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
Candidate interviews

Attachments
Diana O'Hearn - DART 
Marc Abraham - DART 
Michael Cheney - DART 















To: Garland City Council 

From: Michael T. Cheney 

Subject: DART Board Representation from Garland 

Date: March 17, 2023 

I have attached my resume and references. 

I have over 40 years' experience as a CPA and Chief Financial Officer. 

I was the Garland representative to the DART Board of Directors from May, 2011 to June, 2016. 

I was the Chairman of the Audit Committee and Vice-Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee. 

I am active in the Boy Scouts as an Assistant Scout Master and Treasurer of Troop 295. 

I believe that my financial, DART Board, and commitment to community service makes me an excellent 

choice as the DART Board representative from Garland 

Sincerely, 

Michael T. Cheney 

7518 Courtside Drive, Garland, Texas 75044 









GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 4. b.        
Meeting Date: April 3, 2023  
Item Title: Garland Senior Activity Center Veteran's Tribute Garden
Submitted By: D'Lee Williams, Recreation Director 

Summary of Request/Problem
At the March 20, 2023 Council Work Session, Council discussed the possible relocation of the
Garland Senior Activity Center Tribute Garden. Staff will continue the discussion with Council
seeking direction regarding two distinct projects, a Veteran's Memorial Garden and a
Veteran's Tribute Garden, and how they relate to the Garland Senior Activity Center project
timeline.

Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
Staff requests Council direction regarding the Tribute Garden for the Garland Senior Activity
Center project.



GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 4. c.        
Meeting Date: April 3, 2023  
Item Title: Audit Committee Meeting Report
Submitted By: Jed Johnson, City Auditor 

Summary of Request/Problem
Council Member Robert John Smith, Chair of the Internal Audit Committee, will provide a
committee report on the following items: 

Weaver Presentation1.
Landfill Usage Agreement Audit2.
GP&L Transmission - Vegetation Management Services Audit Follow-Up3.

Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
Council Discussion
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