
           

AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION

City of Garland
Work Session Room, City Hall

William E. Dollar Municipal Building
200 North Fifth Street

Garland, Texas 
December 5, 2017

5:30 p.m.
 
 

DEFINITIONS:

Written Briefing: Items that generally do not require a presentation or discussion by the
staff or Council. On these items the staff is seeking direction from the Council or
providing information in a written format.

Verbal Briefing: These items do not require written background information or are an
update on items previously discussed by the Council.

Regular Item: These items generally require discussion between the Council and staff,
boards, commissions, or consultants. These items are often accompanied by a formal
presentation followed by discussion.

 
[Public comment will not be accepted during Work Session

unless Council determines otherwise.]
 

  



 

NOTICE: The City Council may recess from the open session and convene in a closed executive
session if the discussion of any of the listed agenda items concerns one or more of the following
matters:
 
(1) Pending/contemplated litigation, settlement offer(s), and matters concerning privileged and
unprivileged client information deemed confidential by Rule 1.05 of the Texas Disciplinary Rules
of Professional Conduct.  Sec. 551.071, Tex. Gov't Code.

(2)  The purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, if the deliberation in an open
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third
person.  Sec. 551.072, Tex. Gov't Code.

(3)  A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, if the deliberation in an open meeting
would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third person.
Sec. 551.073, Tex. Gov't Code.

(4)  Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties,
discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee or to hear a complaint against an officer or
employee.  Sec. 551.074, Tex. Gov't Code.

(5)  The deployment, or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or devices.
Sec.  551.076, Tex. Gov't Code.

(6) Discussions or deliberations regarding commercial or financial information that the City has
received from a business prospect that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near
the territory of the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations; or to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect of
the sort described in this provision. Sec. 551.087, Tex. Gov't Code.
 
(7) Discussions, deliberations, votes, or other final action on matters related to the City’s
competitive activity, including information that would, if disclosed, give advantage to competitors
or prospective competitors and is reasonably related to one or more of the following categories of
information:  

generation unit specific and portfolio fixed and variable costs, including forecasts of those
costs, capital improvement plans for generation units, and generation unit operating
characteristics and outage scheduling;
bidding and pricing information for purchased power, generation and fuel, and Electric
Reliability Council of Texas bids, prices, offers, and related services and strategies;
effective fuel and purchased power agreements and fuel transportation arrangements and
contracts;
risk management information, contracts, and strategies, including fuel hedging and storage;
plans, studies, proposals, and analyses for system improvements, additions, or sales, other
than transmission and distribution system improvements inside the service area for which
the public power utility is the sole certificated retail provider; and
customer billing, contract, and usage information, electric power pricing information, system
load characteristics, and electric power marketing analyses and strategies.  Sec. 551.086; 
Tex. Gov't Code; Sec. 552.133, Tex. Gov’t Code]
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1. Consider the Consent Agenda

A member of the City Council may ask for discussion or further information on an item
posted as a consent agenda item on the next Regular Meeting of the City Council. The
Council Member may also ask that an item on the posted consent agenda be pulled
from the consent agenda and considered for a vote separate from consent agenda
items on the regular agenda.  All discussions or deliberations on this portion of the
work session agenda are limited to posted agenda items and may not include a new or
unposted subject matter.   

 

 

2. Written Briefings:  
 

a. Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Selective Traffic Enforcement
Program (STEP) Impaired Driving Mobilization (IDM) Grant

Council is requested to consider accepting a Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) Impaired Driving Mobilization
(IDM) Grant.  Unless otherwise directed by Council, this item will be scheduled for
formal consideration at the December 5, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

 

 

b. Retirement Stability Benefit (RSB) for Civil Service Employees Update

Staff is providing an update on activities and decisions required to provide a
Retirement Stability Benefit for Civil Service Employees.

 

 

3. Verbal Briefings:  
 

a. Merrimac Trail Proposed Parking Restriction 

Council is requested to consider restricting parking on the west side of Merrimac Trail
from 100 feet north of Pine Hill Drive to 230 feet south of Pine Hill Drive.  Unless
otherwise directed by Council, this item will be scheduled for formal consideration at
the December 12, 2017 Regular Meeting.  

 

 

4. Regular Items:  
 

a. Consider the Results of a Petition for the Recall of Council Member Anita Goebel

Council is requested to consider the results of a petition for the recall of Council
Member Anita Goebel. 

 

 

5. Announce Future Agenda Items

A member of the City Council, with a second by another member, or the Mayor alone,
may ask that an item be placed on a future agenda of the City Council or a committee
of the City Council. No substantive discussion of that item will take place at this time.

 

 

  

Work Session Agenda
December 5, 2017
Page 3 



 

6. Council will move into Executive Session  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
AGENDA

 
NOTICE: The City Council may recess from the open session and convene in a
closed executive session if the discussion of any of the listed agenda items concerns
one or more of the following matters:

 

 

The City Council will convene in executive session pursuant to Section 551.071
of the Texas Government Code to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or
value of real property generally located at the intersection of IH-30 and Rosehill
Road in Garland, Texas.

 

 

The City Council will convene in executive session pursuant to Sec. 551.087, to
discuss or deliberate commercial or financial information that the City has
received from a business prospect that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or
expand in or near the territory of the City and with which the City is conducting
economic development negotiations or to deliberate the offer of a financial or
other incentive to a business prospect of the sort described in this provision
regarding a proposed development to be located near the intersection of SH 190
and SH 78.

 

 

 
 

7. Adjourn  
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GARLAND
POLICY REPORT

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 2.a.        
Meeting Date: December 5, 2017  
Item Title: Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Selective Traffic Enforcement

Program (STEP) Impaired Driving Mobilization (IDM) Grant
Submitted By: Mitch Bates, Chief of Police 
Council Goal: Safe, Family-Friendly Neighborhoods

ISSUE
Council is requested to consider accepting a Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) –
Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) – Impaired Driving Mobilization (IDM) Grant.

OPTIONS
1. Accept TxDOT STEP Grant Funding.  If the City Council concurs, the City Manager will
execute the contracts.

2. Do not Accept TxDOT STEP Grant Funding.

RECOMMENDATION
Option 1.  Unless otherwise directed by Council, this item will be scheduled for formal
consideration at the December 5, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

BACKGROUND
The Garland Police Department has partnered with The Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) for many years by participating in STEP enforcement grants.  The purpose of this
grant is to save lives and reduce motor vehicle accidents and related injuries by aggressively
enforcing the laws of the State of Texas associated with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) and
Driving Under the Influence by Minor (DUI).  Enforcement efforts will be focused throughout the
City of Garland.  
 
The enforcement activities will also be supplemented by additional public information and
education campaigns conducted during the enforcement periods.

CONSIDERATION
The grant for the FY 2017-2018 is in the amount of $14,850.69.  If accepted, TxDOT will



The grant for the FY 2017-2018 is in the amount of $14,850.69.  If accepted, TxDOT will
reimburse the City of Garland $9,877.73.  The grant requires the City to provide $4,972.96 in
matching funds.  This will be accomplished in part through fringe benefits expenditures, indirect
costs, and administrative time spent on grant related paperwork.  Consequently, the City can
satisfy the contractual match requirements without expending any additional funds. 

Attachments
2018 TxDOT IDM Grant 





















































GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 2.b.        
Meeting Date: December 5, 2017  
Item Title: Retirement Stability Benefit (RSB) for Civil Service Employees Update
Submitted By: Matt Watson, Finance Director 

Summary of Request/Problem
Financial Services and Human Resources staff have been working with advisors from the
Lincoln Financial Group to design and implement a Retirement Stability Benefit (RSB) for Civil
Service Employees. Based on Council direction,  a new 457(b) deferred compensation plan will
be established to fund the RSB and will include the following items for FY 2017-18:
  

RSB funded with a .75% (of gross pay) City contribution and a 1.5% employee
contribution. These percentages have been  prorated to accommodate
the revised  implementation date (approximately 8 months of the fiscal year). It should be
noted that the FY 2017-18 budget was approved with a .5% City contribution and assumed
implementation to start at the beginning of the fiscal year.
Participation in the plan is optional but a 1.5% contribution is required if a Civil Service
Employee chooses to participate.
Both City and employee contributions will be made on a per pay period basis (employee
contributions to the existing 457(b) are on a per pay period basis as well).
Establish withdrawal/loan restrictions on City contributions.
No probationary period will be required for new hires to receive the City contribution.
With the exception of the items mentioned above, the new 457(b) will mirror the City's
existing 457(b) deferred compensation fund options and plan provisions. 
Participation by Civil Service Employees will be voluntary. 

Over the next month, staff will be working with the Lincoln advisors to finalize the plan design,
draft implementation documents, design a employee communication strategy, and to set
up/test the payroll system. It is projected that a final service agreement will be brought forward
in January for City Council consideration and the plan is projected to be effective February
1, 2018. 

In addition, based on Council direction related to the long-term goals of the RSB, the City will
establish a total contribution target of 7% in no more than 10 years (split between City 3% /
employee 4% and timeframe to meet target still to be determined). Also, City Council has
expressed the desire to keep the RSB a voluntary participation program and the City
contribution may be altered each year based on budgetary constraints. 



It should be noted that the Financial Services Department will provide funding requirements
for multiple City matching contribution rates and timeframes for implementation. This analysis
will be presented at a future Work Session for City Council consideration. 

Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
This item is presented to update the Council on the status of the RSB. Staff will be available to
discuss the RSB with Council if there are any questions.



GARLAND
POLICY REPORT

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 3.a.        
Meeting Date: December 5, 2017  
Item Title: Merrimac Trail Proposed Parking Restriction
Submitted By: Paul Luedtke, Transportation Director 
Council Goal: Safe, Family-Friendly Neighborhoods

ISSUE
In response to a request from the Police Department, a congestion study was performed on
Merrimac Trail near Club Hill Elementary school.  Congestion on Merrimac is excessive due to
vehicles parked on the street blocking through traffic during school pickup and dropoff times. 
The Transportation Department is proposing "No Stopping, Standing or Parking"  on the west
side of Merrimac Trail between 7am-9am and 2pm-4pm on school days only.

RECOMMENDATION
Restrict parking on the west side of Merrimac Trail from 100 feet north of Pine Hill Dr to 230 feet
south of Pine Hill Drive. (Attachment A).   Unless otherwise directed by Council, this item will be
scheduled for formal consideration at the December 12, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

BACKGROUND
In response to a request from the Garland Police Department the Transportation Department
conducted a study of traffic operations at Club Hill Elementary School.  The study showed cars
parked on both sides of Merrimac trail, one lane of southbound cars waiting to go into the
school, leaving only a single lane for  through traffic southbound and no lane northbound for
traffic attempting to travel north past the school.

Merrimac Trail is approximately 36 feet wide.

Restricting the parking on the west side of Merrimac Trail during school arrival and dismissal
times will allow space for cars to line up to enter the school's  property and two way traffic for
motorist traveling both north and south on Merrimac Trail.  

Approximately 5 cars were observed parking on Merrimac.

CONSIDERATION
Homes on the east side of Merrimac Trail would continue to have unrestricted parking in front of
their residences.  This proposal is supported by the Police Department.



Attachments
Parking Restriction - Club Hill School 
Merrimac No Parking Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 33.52(E) OF CHAPTER 33, 

“TRANSPORTATION”, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF GARLAND, 

TEXAS; PROVIDING A PENALTY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SEC. 10.05 OF 

THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS; PROVIDING A 

SAVINGS CLAUSE AND A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1 

 

That Section 33.52(E), “No stopping, standing or parking” of 

Article IV, “Stopping, Standing and Parking” of Chapter 33, 

“Transportation”, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Garland, 

Texas, is hereby amended in part by adding the following designated 

area to read as follows: 

 

“Street   Extent   Side 

 

Merrimac Trail 100 feet north of Pine Hill Drive to 

 230 feet south of Pine Hill Drive  West 

  

Section 2 

 

That a violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be a 

misdemeanor punishable in accordance with Sec. 10.05 of the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Garland, Texas. 

 

Section 3 

 

That Section 33.52(E), “No stopping, standing or parking” of 

Article IV, “Stopping, Standing and Parking” of Chapter 33, 

“Transportation”, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Garland, 

Texas, as amended, shall be and remain in full force and effect 

save and except as amended by this Ordinance. 

 

Section 4 

 

That the terms and provisions of this Ordinance are severable and 

are governed by Sec. 10.06 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Garland, Texas. 

 



Section 5 

 

That this Ordinance shall be and become effective immediately 

upon and after its passage and approval. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this the _____ day of _______________, 2017. 

 

 

      CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS 

 

 

 

      __________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

________________________ 

City Secretary 



GARLAND
CITY COUNCIL ITEM SUMMARY SHEET

   
City Council Work Session Agenda 4.a.        
Meeting Date: December 5, 2017  
Item Title: Consider the Results of a Petition for the Recall of Council Member Anita Goebel 

Summary of Request/Problem
On October 23, 2017 the City received a statement of intent to initiate recall proceedings
against Anita Goebel, Council Member for District 2. Pursuant to Article XXI, Section 8 of the
Garland City Charter, the City Secretary issued to the initiators official petition forms on which
the initiators were required to obtain the signatures of at least 800 qualified voters entitled to
vote in District 2.  The petition forms were required to be returned to the City Secretary within 30
days of the initial delivery date.

On November 28, 2017 the initiators returned to the City Secretary petition forms containing the
signatures of approximately 949 persons, each such person purportedly being qualified to vote
in District 2.  The City Secretary, in accordance with the Charter and within ten days of the filing
of the petition with her, examined the petition forms.  Her examination confirms that the petition
has been signed by the requisite number of qualified voters in District 2.

Article XXI, Section 8 of the Garland City Charter provides that: 
  

If a sufficient number of petition forms shall be found to contain the required number of
qualified signatures, the City Secretary shall submit the same to the Council without delay
and the Council, in the event the Mayor or Council Member named in said petition fails to
resign, shall order and fix a date for holding the said election on the next election date
allowed by state law after forty (40) days from the date of the City Secretary’s certificate;
provided, that if an election is to be held within the City for any purpose within sixty (60)
days from the date of said certificate, then the said recall election shall be held on the
same day. If the Mayor or Council Member in question resigns, the vacancy shall be filled
pursuant to Sec. 5 of Article III of this Charter. 
 

 The question now presented is whether Council Member Goebel will choose to resign.  In the
event she refuses to resign, the Charter requires the City Council to call an election on the next
election date allowed by state law after forty days from the date of the City Secretary’s
certificate (a copy of which is attached). The date of the next election allow by state law is May
5, 2018. 



Recommendation/Action Requested and Justification
If Council Member Goebel chooses not to resign, an election order will be brought to the City
Council at the next regular session of the City Council, December 12, 2017, setting the recall
election as required by the Garland City Charter and in accordance with state law. 

Attachments
Certificate of Examination 



CERTIFICATE OF EXAMINATION 

 

I, Eloyce Rene Dowl, the duly appointed City Secretary for the 

City of Garland, Texas, do hereby certify that I have examined or 

caused to be examined the petition forms filed with me on November 

28, 2017 calling for the recall and removal from office of Anita 

Goebel, Councilmember, District 2, of Garland, Dallas County, 

Texas. One or more of the signers of the petition made oath before 

a person competent to administer oaths that each signature on each 

petition form is that of the person whose name it purports to be.  

As the result of such examination and based upon the oaths so 

given, I have determined that the petition forms were signed by 

not less than eight hundred qualified voters entitled to vote for 

a successor to the member sought to be removed. 

SIGNED this the ___ day of _______________, 2017. 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Eloyce Rene Dowl 

       City Secretary 


	Agenda
	2.a._Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) Impaired Driving Mobilization (IDM) Grant
	ATT_2018 TxDOT IDM Grant 
	2.b._Retirement Stability Benefit (RSB) for Civil Service Employees Update
	3.a._Merrimac Trail Proposed Parking Restriction
	ATT_Parking Restriction - Club Hill School 
	ATT_Merrimac No Parking Ordinance
	4.a._Consider the Results of a Petition for the Recall of Council Member Anita Goebel 
	ATT_Certificate of Examination 

